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The greeting card for the Jewish New Year on the preceding page
was produced in New York in the twentieth century. Below is a
description of the scene depicted on the card. Pay special attention
to the words and phrases highlighted in purple and use them to
label the image.
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Perl takes lessons in just about everything but has been shirking
her studies lately. With the new year, however, has come renewed
enthusiasm, and Perl has written cards to all of her various teachers
saying so. Match the two halves of each leshone-toyve below.

Pl Ol 07 )15 ONIP 05 Sl |"'N Plc X Sewn o
1518 Pl 2812 15 Sip e ok 3N SN DO ke 18 P15 ]S P 161 ke
,017¢ I 20kcN 2ed 6OMN e ABNIS e ' @13IDBN
$753
BP0 NIeN el Pz ke ok Stk nedle .a MNP0 2

YN Olet ,562'e5¢ S0 1) Ie 60N et 1) ke

VB0 PO ke |1e ¢5 plc NINIP NI NIes
13 BI J5IN )60 SkaNes

LTPIMN NI0PKND Pl 18Rk 03k

,001¢ 0lc= Sk

L7
INBNN 13 el 6 38k ke prle $11 .3 Ska 157510 3
,0)155¢ 015 $nle |ne 6337 ple Nl 6eGIBDBE ,0'5 ke

Svsa | S plcokn,|s5p10k 50)k03150)k PO k
JRMe




Q°K7N170D% 1% DIXT K :2 20Iva @

\ _./,

“D'RINITDRY IX LIRM X, Yoo
(1933) “T"30"0Y OXT, 1D
(Hayyim Schauss) 0" D "2
(1953 TURLW YU IPRIRG OYYIVTTIRORY — 1884 Y™ IWB'R YWPO1 ,1TIRI)

The historian of Jewish religion Hayyim Schauss immigrated in MYIp
1910 to Chicago, where he studied Bible and Semitic history. He used
this training as a longtime educator at New York’s Jewish Teachers’
Seminary, the only Yiddish-language school for advanced Jewish
studies and pedagogical training in the United States.
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This essay on the solemnity of the Days of Awe is adapted from a
book by Schauss on the histories and meanings behind the Jewish
calendar. The Days of Awe are the beginning holidays of the year,
when the blast of the shofar, a ram’s horn, calls Jews to repent.
Here, Schauss describes what sets Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
apart, not only from other Jewish holidays but also from non-Jewish
celebrations of the New Year. The included verse is from the poet
Shimen Frug (1860-1916).
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Rosh Hashanah, the first day of the Jewish month Tishrei, is traditionally
considered to be the anniversary of Adam and Eve's creation. The counting
of Jewish years begins with that date, and thus does not match up with the
Gregorian calendar, on two levels: the Jewish year 5778, in terms of Gregorian
years, is made up of the last third of 2017 and the first two-thirds of 2018.

The Jewish year is usually expressed in Hebrew letters that carry number
values (somewhat like Roman numerals). For example, 5778 is written n*yon
(pronounced [JRWRD]).
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Zina Rabinowitz began publishing stories and poems in her twenties
in Russia and continued after her 1921 arrival in New York, where
she worked as a Hebrew teacher. In addition to children’s literature,
she wrote travelogues and historical reportage—her book Afn veg

tsu frayhayt (On the Road to Freedom) is an account of underground
Jewish immigration to Israel during the pre-state years.

This concluding excerpt of a story from her holiday-themed book

Der liber yontef finds two best friends, Harry and Jerry, encountering
each other in a grocery store. They have been quarreling at school
and are not on speaking terms. How much longer can they keep up
their act, with Rosh Hashanah beginning tonight, and with it the
time of most-focused repentance and reconciliation?
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As you read, circle any passages where you notice Harry or Jerry
taking one of the conflict-resolution approaches described above.
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Come up with a new title for the excerpt, based on the events
described therein.

Compose your own version of the conciliatory leshone-toyves that
Harry and Jerry decide to write one another. Use phrases from

the text to wish New Year’s joy and friendship and to address past
foolishness. (See Perl’s leshone-toyves in 1 217793 for more ideas.)
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The traditional greetings for the Jewish New Year form the main material of this children’s tune, found

in 1972’s Yontevdike teg (Festival Days), a compilation of Yiddish songs to sing on Jewish holidays. Chana
Mlotek, a dedicated researcher and collector of Jewish music, was dubbed by celebrated writer Isaac Bashevis
Singer the “Sherlock Holmes of Yiddish song.” The lyricist, Shmuel Tsesler, is known for his children’s poetry.
This recording features the Children’s Chorus of Workmen'’s Circle Schools, arranged and directed by Zalmen
Milotek. Mlotek is currently the Artistic Director of The National Yiddish Theater-Folksbiene.

Listen to the song once through without looking at the lyrics. Then listen again and follow along with
the text below, filling in any missing words or phrases.
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Now it’s time to extend your own new year’s wishes to your family
and friends! Examine the list below and decide whom to wish a
happy new year.
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Often, this greeting is expanded to
WNNM 1AN3n A Maw? (may you be
inscribed and sealed for a good year
[2*OROYOYN)). This wish refers to
the seyfer-hakhaim, the Book of Life,
in which God is said to record the
Jews' deeds and grant another year
of living to those deemed worthy. It
is said that God opens this ledger on
Rosh Hashanah, writes in it in the
days following, and seals it on

Yom Kippur.
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Ask your classmates whom their new year's wishes are for, as in
the model below. Try to find one classmate who is wishing a happy
new year to each of the six types of people listed.

« If a classmate answers yes to one of your questions, write their
name next to that person on the list.

« You may then ask that classmate whether they'd like to wish a
good year to another person on the list.

(RDANT
713-MwY wovvI M 1¥RIN R

A10-MYY 9T 12n DU PR 22
7797172 127 VO M K

R332 LOT W 32

7RI R WOOIYNY (2T TIR VOVLIN 1T R

SJYDOINW 1R DY AXT PR L1 @2

whom

[y MRa)



13890 N8 X1 12°NA 5 AWNaYa B

(0ImIRI8) “TARYD MDD X1 MenR, v
(1916) “D")8 IV MNP O'W YMI R, "D

Tkhines (n°nn) are personal prayers, generally in Yiddish, and
usually recited (and often written) by women. Books containing
tkhines constituted one of the most popular Yiddish literary genres
among women, and they contain prayers meant for all manner of MNP
occasions: for a bride to intone before she makes her way to the CULTURE
khupe; for mothers who have bad luck with their children; for
saying over burning coals, to ward off the evil eye; for plain everyday
religious observance; and many to recite on holidays—Ilike this one,
intended to be said on the eve of Yom Kippur, after performing the
ritual of shlogn kapores (n152).
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Traditionally, men perform the ritual
with a rooster, while women do so
with a hen.
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Read the tkhine once through. Don't worry about words or phrases
you don’t understand—you will still be able to complete the
exercise. As you read, try to gain a sense of the basic purpose and
tone of this prayer.

« Consider the connection between the tkhine and the

ceremony pictured above (as well as the inscribed

wish). How does the chicken function to expunge

“D‘”P the sins of the people enacting the ritual? Whom does
the chicken stand in for in its untimely demise?

CULTURE

D YT PR 937013 [P0 VIRT 71NN O7)
(.]ARYWYA NIMBD LRI (YR (YN VINKT 1Y WINR

20N %Ya R Vo1 1T DXM IYURD 121 T *2°ARD  *forgive; *[D*DRIRIXN-7XI)
NPT 1°2 TR ORMN 4717°2Y RIR IROYI ART TR 2R *have done; *sin [¥INR]; *for it
,JOR? 7RIVDNIVIRD , 0O ORT N7 “condemned to death [D¥IRP-NYVI]; cut short
115 1R 7 JUIWIRD 2RI PR OXM OXT I2T DIOYIVI '7?51 *let it be taken into account

Y12 SPIRNYI JUIVIRD b‘?lsﬂ oy "M '[’-’51 410D 121 *would have been

IR ,=2RRU™T°2 NI 20 IR *QIR™T'2 NOD 20 ,]IR?  *“brought by man [BYIR™T2]; “heaven [D*PDRW]
TP2IWI1P YITH IR XD 12H IR TH 2127 20D VOORT  Psave [73RD)

1531 N IR VIVOIWIRD 19D IR UMV 123 R 1D

SR DAYING P2 ‘1153 I’X IR *“901¥ PR ”]"IVD‘?Y T’ *grow old; **prosperity [TY@™R]; **honor [T¥MNRP]

Reconstruct the logical structure of the tkhine by matching each of
the following half sentences to its completion.
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may you be inscribed (and sealed) for a good year!



